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to offer up Tfaac his Son for a 
Sacrifice . | 
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=TINCE this Command of God 
| 5 to Abraham has of late been 
reatly miſtaken by ſome, who 
venture to Reaſon about very 
antient Facts, from very modern Notions ; 
and this' without a due Regard to either 
the Cuſtoms, or Opinions, or Circumſtan- 
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ces of this Times whereto thoſe Facts be- 
long; or indeed to the true Reaſons of che 
Facts themſelves: Singe the Miſtakes a- 
bout thoſe Cuſtoms, Opinions, Circum- 
ſtances, and 7 hays. of, late f far 


Abraham "3h which Was eee yy | 


St. Paul b, St. James, the Author to the 


Hebrews „ Philo*, and Foſephus* in the firſt 
Century, and by innumerable-others fince, 


as an uncommon = 4 25 1 2s IVürtde, 


of heroick Faith in Piety to- 
wards him; nay, is in ky ſacred f Hiſtory 
highly commended by the Divine Angel 
of the Covenant, in the Name of God hitn- 
ſelf, and promiſed. to be plentiſully re- 
warded; fince this Command, I ſay, is.now | 


at laſt in the xviiit® Century, become a 
Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of Offence 
amongſt us, and that ſometimes to perſons 


of otherwiſe good Senſe, and of a religious 
Diſpoſition of Mind oy 5 * endea- 


* 
p 1 


_ Þ Rom. iv. 16 — 25. e Jam. ti. 27 22. 2 
d. He b. xi. 17, 18, 19. e Phil. de Gygant. * 294, de 

Abraham, p. 373 — 377 · 1% Antig : 13. I. 
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your to ſet this Matter in its true, 1. e. 
in its antient and original Light, for the 
Satisfaction of the Inquiſitive. In order 
whereto we are to conſider, a 


(..) Ta Ax till this very profane Age, 
it has been, I think, univerſally allow'd 
by all ſober Perſons, who owned them» 
ſelves the Creatures of God, that the Crea- 
tor has a juſt Right over all his rational 
Creatures, to produce their Lives to what 
length he pleaſes; / to cut them off when 
and by what Inſtruments he pleaſes; to 
afflict them with what Sickneſſes he plea- 
ſes; and to remove them from one State 
or Place in this his great Palace of the 


Univerſe to another, as he pleaſes; and 


; thiat all thoſe rational Creatures are bound 
in Duty and Intereſt to acquieſce under 
the divine Diſpoſal, and to refign them- 
ſelves up to the good Providence of God 
in all ſuch his Diſpenſations towards them. 
I do not mean to intimate, that God may, 
or ever does act in theſe Caſes after a 
meer arbitrary Manner, or without ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon; believing, according to the 
whole Tenor of natural and revealed Re- 
| 3 A 3 ligion, 
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| ligion, that he-hateth narbing that be barb 
made s, that whatſoever he does, how me- 


lancholy ſoever it may appear at firſt fight 


to us, is really intended for the Good of 
his Creatures, and at the Upſhot of Things, 


will fully appear ſo to be; but that ſtill 


be is not obliged, nor does in general give 


his Creatures an Account of the particular 


Reaſons of ſuch his Diſpenſations towards 
them immediately; but uſually tries and 
exerciſes their Faith and Patience, their 


Reſignation and Obedience, in their pre- | 


ES 


ſent State of Probation; and reſerves thoſe 
Reaſons to the laſt Day, the Day of tbe 


| Revelation Ll the righteous Judgment f 


Goa". 


60 TR Ar the intire Hiſtory of the 
paſt Ages, from the Days of Adam till 
now, ſhews, that Almighty God has ever 
exerciſed this Power over Mankind; and 
that without giving them an immediate 
Account of the Reaſons of ſuch his Con- 
duct; and that withal the beſt and wiſeſt 


Men in all Ages, Heathens as well as Fews 


s Wild. xi 24- b Rom. ii. 5. 
and 
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1 
and Cbriſiant; Marciu Antoninus, as well 
is the Patriarch Abraham, and St. Paul, 
have ever humbly ſubmitted themſelyes to 
this Conduct of the divine Providence, 
atid always cotifeſſed that they were ob- 
Uged to the undeſetved Goodneſs and Mer= 
ey of God for every Enjoyment, but could 
not demand any of them of his juſtice; 
no not ſo much as the Continuance of 
that Life whetero thoſe Ebjoyments do 
appertain. When God was pleaſed to 
ſweep the wicked Race of Men away by 
a Flood; the young innocent Infants, as 
well as the guilty old Sinners; when he 
was pleaſed to ſhorten the Lives of Men 
after the Flood, and ftilt downward till = 
the Days of David and Solomon; when 
he was pleaſed to deftroy impure Sodom 
and-Gomrrba by Fire and Brimſtone from 
Heaven, atid to extirpate the main Body 
of the Amorites our of the Land of Ca- 
aan, afſoon as. their Iniquities were fulli; 
aid in theſe ſeyetal Inſtances included the 
young innocent Infants, together with the 
old hardened Sinners; When God was 


i Gen. xv. 16. 


A 4 pleaſed | 
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(8) 
- pleaſed to ſend an Angel, and by him to 
deſtroy. 185000 Aſſyrians. (the Number at- 

teſted to by k Beroſus the Chaldean, as well 
as by our own Bibles) in the Days of He- 
zebiab; moſt of which ſeem to have had 
no other peculiar guilt upon them, than 
that common to Soldiers in War, of obey- 
ing, without reſerve, their King Senacberib, 
his Generals and Captains; and when at 
the Plague of Athens, or of London, or of 
. Marſeilles, &c. ſo many thouſand righte- 
ous Men and Women, with -innocent 


Babes, were ſwept away on a ſudden by a 


fatal Contagion ; I do not remember that 

- ſober Men have complained that God dealt 

unjuſtiy with ſuch his Creatures, in thoſe 
to us ſeemingly ſevere Diſpenſations. Nor 
are we certain when any ſuch ſeemingly 
ſevere Diſpenſations are really ſuch; nor 
do we know but ſhortening the Lives of 
Men may ſometimes be the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſing to them, and prevent or put a ſtop to 

« thoſe, Courſes of groſs Wickedneſs which | 
might bring them to greater Miſery in 

the World to come. Nor is it indeed fit 


* Authent. Rec. pag, 865, 866. 
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for ſuch _ weak and ignorant Crea- 
tures as we are, in the preſent State, to call 
our Almighty, and All-wiſe, and All-good 
Creator and Benefactor to an Account, up- 
on any ſuch Occaſions: Since we cannot but 
acknowledge, that it is be that bath made us, 
and not we our ſelves ; that we are nothing, 
and have nothing of our ſelves, independent 
on him; but that all we are, all we have, 
and all we hope for, is derived from him, 
from his free and undeſerved Bounty; 
which therefore he may juſtly take from 
us in what way ſoever, and whenſoever 
he pleaſes. All wiſe and good Men ſtill 
ſaying in ſuch Caſes with the pious P/al- 
miſt, xxxix, 9. I was dumb, I opened not 
my Mouth, becauſe thou didſt it; and with 
patient Fob i. 21. ii. 10. Shall we receive 
Good at the Hand of God, and ſhall not we 
receive Evil? The Lord gave, and the Lord 
bath taken away; Bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord. If therefore this ſhortening or 
taking away the Lives of Men be an Ob- 
;jection againſt any Divine Command for 
chat purpoſe, it is full as ſtrong u * 
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Sytem of the World; agalift the 
of Divine Providence in general; g 
and againſt natural Religon; Which is 
founded on the Juſtice of chat Providence; 
and is no way peculiar to fevealed Reli- 
gion, or to the Fact of Abiabum tiow be- 
fore us. Nor is this Cafe much different 
from what was ſoon after the Days of A 
braham throughly ſettled, after wr and 
his Friends Debates, by the Infpiration of 
Buibu, and the nan cot bf God him- 
felf; as I ſhall ſhew in my Expoſition of 
chat moſt” antient Book. Where tlie Di- 
vine Providence was at length throughly 
cleared and juſtified before all che World: 
as t will be, no Queſtion, more generally: 
cleated and = ie at the final yy | 
ment. 


2 * — — till this kat Age, i has 
alſo, I think, been univerſally allow'd by 
all ſober Men; that a Command of God, 

when fuflicienely mate known to be fo, is 
abundant Authority for the taking one | 
the- Life of any Perſon whomſoever. 

doubt both ancient and modern Princes, 
Generals of Armies, and Judges, even 


thoſe 
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i 11 ) | 
Whole of che beſt Reputation alſo, have 
ventured to take many Mens Lives away 
upon much leſs Authority. Nor indeed 
do the moſt ſceptical of the Moderns care 
to deny this Authority directly. They ra- 
ther take a Method of objecting ſome what 
more plauſible, tho it amount to much the 
ſame: They fay, that the apparent Diſa- 
greement of any Command to the moral 
Attributes of God, ſuch as this of the 
Slaughter of an own Child ſeems plainly 
to be, will be a greater Evidence that ſuch 
a. Command does not come from God, 
it does. But as to this Matter, altho' di- 
vine Revelations have now fo long ceaſed, 
chat · we are not well acquainted: with the | 
Manner of conveying ſuch [Revelations 
with. Cettainty to Men; and by: Canſe- 
quence. the apparent Diſagreement of a 
Command with the moral Attributes of 
God ought at preſent, generally, if not 
conſtantly, to deter Men from acting upon 
ſuch a-precended Revelation; yet was there 


no ſuch Uncertainty in the Days of be 1 


old Prophets of God, or of Abraham, 


the ' 
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( 12 5 | 
the Friid of Gade; Who are eret found 
to have had an entire Certainty of thoſe 
their Revelations. And what evidently 
ſhews they were not deceived is this, that 
the Events and Conſequences of Things 
afterward always correſponded, and ſecu- 
ted them of the Truth of ſuch divine Re- 
velations. Thus the firſt miraculous Voice 
from Heaven, calling to Abrabam not to 
execute this need ; and the Perfor- 
mance of thoſe eminent Promiſes made by 
the ſecond Voice ? on account of his Obe- 
dience to that Command, are Demonſtra- 
tions that Abraham's Commiſſion for what 
he did was truly Divine; and are an entire 
eee ur of his Conduct in this Mat- 
ter. The Words of the firſt Voice from 
— will come hereafter to be ſet down 
in a fitter Place: But the glorious Pro- 
miſes made to Abrabam's' Obedience by 


dhe ſecond Voice muſt here be produc'd 
from v. 15, 16, 17, 18. And tbe Angel of 


tbe Lord called unto Abraham out of Hea- 
ven the ſecond Time, and ſaid,” By my ſelf 
bave I. ſworn, ſaith the Lord, for' becauſe 


8 17, 18. 
tbou 


(73 * 
thou boft done this Thing, and haft not with" 1 
held thy Son, thine only Son from me; that 
in bleſſing” I will bleſs thee; and in multiply-" 
ing J will multiply thy Seed at the Stars of 
Heaven, and as the Sand which is upon the”. 
Sea Shore; and thy Seed fhall poſſeſs the” 
Gate f his Enemies. And in thy Seed 
ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed, 
becauſe thou haſt obeyed my Voice. Every 
one of which Promiſes have been eminent- 
ly fulfilled * And, what is chiefly remarka- ' 
ble, the laſt and principal of them, that I 
Abraham's SetD all the Nations of the 
Earth ſhould be Bleed, Was never promi ifed 
till this Time. It had been twice promi- 
ſed him, xii. 2. and xviii, 18. that in bim. 
elf ſhould all the Families "of the Earth be 
bleſſed + But that this Blefling was to be- 
long to future Times, and to be beſtowed : 

by the Means of one of his late Poſterity, 
che Meſſias, that great Seed and Son of A. 
brabam, only, was never reveal'd before; 4 
but on ſuch an amazing Inſtance of his, 
Faith and Obedience as was this his. 
| Readineſs to offer up his only bezorten - 

Son J/aac, was now firſt promiſed, and has 
been long * JO in the Birth of 


Þ * 
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Feſu of Nazareth, the Son of: David, the 
Sen of Abraham *, which highly deſerves 


our Obſervation. in this Place. Nor can 
. we ſuppoſe that any Thing elſe than clear 
Conviction that. this Command came from 
| God, could induce ſo good a Man, and ſo. 
tender a Father as Abrabam was, to ſacri- 


fice. his own beloved Son; and to loſe 
thereby all the Comfort he received from 
him ar preſent; and all the Expectation 


he had of a numerous and happy Foſteri- | 


7 from him hereafter. 


(4) TRAT * bears 4 Days of 
Abr 


had abe and received human Sacri- 


fices, and particularly that of the Offerer's. 


own Children; and this both before and 


after the Deluge. This Practice had been 


indeed ſo long left off in Egypt, and the 
Cuſtom of ſacrificing Animals there Was 

confin'd to ſo few kinds in the Days of 
HFeradotus that he would not believe they 
had ever offered human Sacrifices at all. 


the Demons or Heathen Gods 


For he ſays © That the Fable, as if Hers 


l . A Mah cba. N 303. 


men 
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A cules was ſacrificed to Jupiter in ION 
was feigned by the Greeksz who were 
« entirely unacquainted wich the Nature 
. « of the Egyptians, and their Laws, For 
how ſhould they ſacrifice Men, with 
« whom it is unlawful to ſacrifice any 
« brute Beaſt? (Boars, and. Bulls, and pure 
« Calves, and Ganders only exoepred.) *: 
However, it is evident from Sanchanioha, 
Manetho, Pauſanias, Diodorus Siculus, Phin 
le, Plutarch and Porphyry, that ſuch. Sa, 
exifices were frequent bath in Phænicia 
 Egyp#, and char long before the Days 
of, Abraham, as Sir Jahn Murſbam and 
Biſpop Cumberland have fully proved. 


Nay, that in other Places, (thaugh not in 4 * 


Egypt,) this cruel Practice continued long 
after Abraham, and this till the very third, 
if not alſo ta che fifth Century of Chriſtia- 


nity, before it was quite aboliſhed. Take 


the Words of the original Authors in Ezg« 
Bo, as moſt of them occur in their Origia 
nals in Sir Jabn W 5 ee 1 
20g: 76, 77.78, 300 — 304. 
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"6 Crone! r offered vp his only * 1 


x Philo, Byb ex Sanchon. pag. Marſh. 56. 
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8 $63) as 2 Bornt- Offering to his Father 


| << Ouranus, when ou was a Famine and- 


. * 4 n 1 l l ed $1.24 8 1 fy 


394 A A e 

ces Cabs Ig che Win n name 
Iſrael [it ſhould be %] and who was 
4 after his Death conſecrated into the 


Star Saturn; when he was King of the 


„ Countrey, and had by a Nymph of that 
<' Countrey, named Anobyet, an only be- 


Sone Son, whom, on that Account 


* they called Feud, (che Phenicians to 
4 this Day calling all vuly begocren 8on 


« by that 'Name;) he, in his Dread of 
very great Dangers that lay upon the 
MRS. In from War, adorned his Son 


« with Royal Apparel, and built an Altar, 
« and offered him in Sacrifice ? 2 
'« The! Phænictans, when they were in 
great Dangers by War, by Famine, or by 
a'Peſtilence, ſacrifiged to Saturnone of the 
60 deareſt of their People, whom they choſe 
« by publick Suffrage for that Purpoſe, 


And Sanchoniatho's Phanictan Hiſtory is 


* full of ſuch Sacrifices? [Theſe hitherto 


s Philo Byb. ex Sanchoh, pag: Marſh. 76, 77. 
co Foophyry- pag. 77. 


I take 


* 


. 5 
| iq „ 8 | 
$44 vel oo hags been before the Flood] 


* 11 ebe the Dumatit beibed a 
A ue Ate _ | 


* * They 5 ah of old „Ep ; 
tian] Kings ſacrificed ſuch Men as were 
« of the ſame Colour with be, at 1. 
Ao, 1 of New.” | 85 


1 1 Manetho lan chat they burnt 9 af 
«. phonean Men aliye in the City 1dithyia, - 
for Jlithyia:] and ſcattered their Aſhes _ 
« like Chaff that'is winnowed: And this 
e was done 9 and at a 2 Sees, 
«in cans I 


” «'s The bene Nees d f ig 


% - 
of 


„Time admit of the Slaughter of Chil- - 


« dren, as of an holy Practice, and ac- 
« ceptable to the Gods. And this 
« Thing both private Perſons, and | Kings, 


and entire > Nations . at r 25 
9 * Seaſons, 


— 


N A FP 6 | "I K | 
6 ce human Sacrifice *. were en- 
» Porphyiy, en 7 * Di-dor. pag. 78. * 0 P- 


tarch. pag. 78. onnulli ap. Pailon. pag. 76. *Cug 
* I. Sanchon. pag. 378. e ; | 
B joined 


* 


* 
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| v Yau: Eneid. u us us im iu, 110. 


FAC) by the. 8 Oracle, men-. 


« OA in: Pauſanias s Achaic's, in _ 
* tragical Story. of Core/us, and Callirnboe, 
4 ſufficiently intimate that the Phanician 
and Agyptian Prieſts had ſet up this 
Doadonæan Oracle before the Time of 
Anf, who deſtroyed Ow 
2 Fe Ak 0k eee $4 * 4 
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1 — Thque adytis hac eniſia liese ne : : 


Sanguine placaſtis ventos, & virgine cœſd, 
Cum primum Lee Pu you ad 


. "LS 
\ Songuine eee. 2 mene te 
tandum Aol e 
Arten ; n 75 4 
— He from the Gods this. aa | 
| Anfwer brought . „ 
0 Grecians, when the Trojan Shores you 
agb, 


Wu Paſage with a Virgits Blind wo: | 

* © bought: wh 
"8 muſt your ſa 2 2 Return 7 Faces again; 
3 Grecian Blood once more atone the 
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ON rar Tyr 1E. . 


. üb Baerificrs v were, ee 
tan, Inſtances of the greateſt Degres of 
Impiety, Tyranny, and Cruelty in the 
World: That either wicked Dzmons, or 
wicked Men, who neither made, nor pre- 


35 ſerved Mankind; Who had therefore no 


Right over them; nor were they able to 


make them amends in the next World, for 


what they thus loſt or ſuffered in this; 
ſhould; after fo inhuman a Manner, com- 
mand the taking away the Lives of Men, 
and particularly of the Offerer's own Chil- 
dren, + without the commiſſion ' of any 


ier This was, I think, an Abomina- 


tion derived from him who was 4 b Mur de. 


rer from the Searing : A Gimme deu 
and N diabolical. 


hs, : J Fs. oh \ 
. # : 1 * Ny 4 \ 


659 Tur h ee God f 
himſelf, under the Jeiſb Diſpenſation, 
vehemently condemned the Pagans, and 
ſometimes the Fews chemſelyes for this 
Crime; and for it, among other heinous 
Sins, caſt the ee Nations (ray 


TA. 


» Jn viii. 1. 
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ſoaneinics the Jets too) out of Paleſtine. 
Take the principal Texts hereto relating, 


us e in order in the 10 an 


| Ho Sal not kt ny of thy Seed 
poſh through the Fire to Molech. —— Defile 
not your ſelves in any of theſe Things : For 


in all theſe the Nations are defiled, which a 725 


1 out before you, Ke. 


HO OEVER be Fn of he Chil. . 
drenof Iſrael, or of the Strangers that- ſo- 
Jaun in Iſrael, that giveth any of his Seed 
unto Molech, he ſhall ſurely be put to Death; 
the People of the Land ſhall fone bum ot 
Stones. 9 | p 


N AKE heed to thy felf, that thou be not 
 frared by following the Nations, after that 
they be 22 from before thee, and that 
thou enquire not after. their Gods, ſaying; 
How did theſe. Nations ſerve. their Gods, e- 
wen ſo will do likewiſe. Thou ſhalt not do 
fo's unto the Lord thy God: for every Abomi- 


5 nation os the Trg, * be batetb, bave 


e Levit. xvili.-24-; +. 4 Lem „ Deut. xii. 
30, 31. 1 3 * 
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the: Children of xe 


* 15 1 
22 done unto their Gods: for even heir 
Sant and their Daughters bave they burnt 
in the Fire to * _ See viii. T0: 
> King ho; 17. 05 


FY 
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the Fire, according to the” Abominations of 


| the Heathen, whom the Lord caſt out before | 


the er f Vall. 


+ MOREOVER thin 1 3 
in tbe Valley of ube Son of Hinnom; and 


_ burnt: his Children [bis Son, in Feſephus! 
in ibe Nire, after: the Abominations of the: 


Heathen,: ubym the Lord bad gf ou before 


þ 63 


p AN D the Sepharvites burnt their Chil- 
dren in the Fire ta Adrammelech,. and A. 


nammelech, 09 Gods 6 pang &. | 


* Wen 4 * 


34ND Toſh defiled Tplech wich it 
in the Valley of the Children of Hinnom, that. 


uo Man might make his Son or his Daughter 
to: paſs through the. Fire unto Molech. 


if 2 King. xvi. 3. 8 4Chron. xXviii. 3. d 2 Kin; 
xvii. 1 Ibid. xxili. 10: | 


* \ * f 
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Daughters unto Demons"; And ſbed inner 

cent Blood, the Blood of their, Sons ande 

 » their. Daughters, whom they facrificed unto 
the Idol of Candan: And. the: Lan was 


: * by | 


| dal with Blood. See II. lvii. e 803 
\ Ned. eins n Wa 
1 The Children f Judah, have done "evil 
in ny fight, ſaith the Lord; they baue et 
Heir Abommations in the. Hauſe hieb is 
Called by my Name, 40 pollute it. And they 
 bave built the high Plate e Tanbet, a 
' #5 in the Valley of the \Son-'of. Hinnbmy\\ 46; 
burn their Sons and their Daughters: _ 
Fire; which I commanded. them 6 


came it Into 9, Heath. . kane 
** e Ft = * rf 
. | FLORA Nate, * * V 
A = Thus, ſaith obs Lord of Bo the Cod 


of Hrael, Bebold I will bridg- evil-upow this. 
Place.; the which whoſoever beareth his Bars 
' ſhall tingls," Becauſe they haue firfaken 
me, and have eſtranged this Place, and baus 
burnt Incenſe unto otherGods, vbom hei- 
tber they nor their Fucbers hube known Nor 


® Pf cvi. 37,38. Jer vi, 30. 315 32. 1548. 
2 37 42 5 . > D IN 8 : 93 
. 8 0 ihe 
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dent see eb. vr. a6. 1.Cor. 20 x 


Lil. 3. 5, b. 
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| the Kings 5 Fudab; ey ane clad che 


Place with. the. Blood of Inhocents. - They 
bave built. alſo the high Places of Baal, 10 
burn their Sons with Fire for Burnt-Offer- 
ings unto Baal : which I commanded not, nor 
falt it, neither came it into my Mind: Ke. 


» THEY built the high Places of Baal, 
which are in the Valley of the Son of Hin- 
nom, to cauſe their Sons and_their Daugb- 
ters to paſs through the Fire unto Molech : 
which. I commanded them not, neither came 
it into my Mind, that they ſhould do this 
QAbomination, to cauſe Jun to fn. 


> FS: 


« MORBOVER ths bolt talents 


| Sour and. thy. Daughters, whom thou boaſt "#5 
1 Born unto, me; and theſe haſt thou. ſacrificed 


unto them, ta. be devoured. Is this.of thy 
Wheredoms, a-:ſmall Matter, that thou haſt 


Lain my Children, and delivered them 40 


cauſe - them to paſs through the Fire for 


3 
232 


7 H 0 batedft . old Inbabtant of 


2 7 
5 Jer. ven. * 5 Frck. xvi. 20, 21. | * wind. 


_ TE for doing mo ds Work 
e Witchcrafts, and wicked Sacrifices » And 
alſo thoſe mercileſs murderers of Cbildren, 


. and devourers of Man's Fleſh; and Feafts 


. of Blood: With their Prieſts," out of the 
ig of their iMatrous Crew: And the 
Parents that killed with their own Hands 

Souls deflitze of beh. 


S 
* 


) Thar Almighty God never permit- 


.. ed, in any one inſtance, that ſuch a hu- 


man Sacrifice ſhould actually be offered 
to himſelf, (cho he had a Right to have 


Fans required ir, if he had ſo pleaſed) under the 


whole Yewi/h Diſpenſation; which yet 
was full of many other kinds of Sacrifi- 
des; and this at a Time when Mankind 
generally thought ſuch Sacrifices of the 
- greateſt Virtue for the procuring Pardon of 
Sin, and the divine Favour. This the 
ancient Records of the Heathen World at- 
teſt. Take their Notion in the Words of 
Philo Byblius, the Tranſlator of Sancho- 
niatbo. elt was the Cuſtom of the An- 
9 | cients, in the greateſt Calamities and 


be Mer. p76 77 


1 25 \ 
8 Dangers, for the Governours of the City. 
« or Nation, in order to avert the Deſtru- 
cction of all, to devote their beloved 

Son to be flain, as a 21 won Redemp- 


tion to the puniſhin enging] Dz- 
e mons; and thoſe fo bot we were killed 


4 after a myſtical Manner.” © This the 
Hiſtory of the King of Moab. „ when he 
was in great Diſtreſs in his War againſt. 


Tſrae] and Fudab, informs us of: Who 


then took bis eldeſt Son, that ſhould bave © 
reigned in hit flead, and offered him for 4 
Burnt-Offering upon the City Wall. This 
alſo the Jewiſh . Micab : implies, 
when he enquiręs, 'Wherewith ſhall I come 
before the Lord, and bow my ſelf before the 
High God? Shall I come before him with. 
Burnt- Offerings; with Calves of 4 Tear 
old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſand, = 
of Rams, with ten thouſands of fat Kids. of 


the Goats? Shall T give niy Fir Born for + 


my Tranſgreſion, the Fruit of my Body, for 7 
the Sin of my Soul? No certainly, For He © 
| bath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is. good; 


end what doth the Lord require of. ther, > 
; » King i 8 ue. ne ; 


but 


* 


(46). Be . 
but to 4 juſth; 1 ends Fs 
bumble thy ſelf zo walk wy od God? 
| 1 * * | 
= Tig true, God did here uy che Faith ® 
1 «a Obedience of Abraham to himſelf, 
| whether they were as ſtrong as the Pagans 
exhibited to their Demons; or Idols. Vet 
did. he withal take effectual Care, and that 8 
i by ry miraculoys Interpoſition, alſo, (o pre. 
| | vent the Execution; and provided himſelf 
8 a Ram, as a vicarious Subſtitute, 7 ſupply 
| the Place of Laac immediately. And tbe 
Angel of the Lord called unto Abraham, ; 
and fail, Abrabam, Abraham ; and be ſaid, 
Here am I. And be ſaid, Lay not thine 
Hand upon the Lad, neither do thou: any 
thing unto Bim. Bir now T know that. 7 — 
rep ft God, ſeeing. thou. hoſt not With- beld 
"thy Son; thine only Son from me. And Abra- 
. bam lifted up hit Eyes and looked, and. be. 
bold. a Ram caught in 4 Thicket by bis 
Hern. And Abraham went and took the 
Ram, and offered bim up for a Burnt 5 5 
Offering, inthe ſtcad of his Son. Thus tho 
3 has, by many, been thought to 
ve vow d to Offer up his only Daughter 


* Gen, Al 11, 12, 13. * Judg. xi. 3639. 
Lg : , and 


4 


TW} 


and Child as a Sacrifice ; and that as bound 
on him, upon Suppoſition of his Vow, by 
a Divine Law; Levit. xxvil. 28, 29. of 
Opinion I was once my ſelf; yer, 


which 


upon more mature Conſidetation I have, 


ſor ſome Time, thought chis to be a Mi- 


ſtake; and that his Vow extended only to 
her being devoted to ſerve God at the kin 
berhacle; or elſewhere, in à State of 


tual Virginity; and that neither. that 34 | 


did enjeyn any human Sacrifices, nor do. 
we meet wich any Example of its Execu. 
tion in "this Senſe afterwards. Philo ne- 


ver mentions any fuch'Law, no more than 


Foſepbus. And when Fofepbus | thought 


that-Fephtha had made ſuch a Vow, and 


exccuted-ir, he is yet fo far from hit 
at its being done in complyance with any 
Law of God, that he expreſly condemns 
dim for it, as having acted contrary there- 

to; or, in his own Words J, © as having of. 
e fered an Oblation neither conformable to 


„ che Law, nor acceptable to God; fort 


t weighting with himſelf what Opinion che 
"FI would have of ny . 


0 v Anti V. Io! | 


N "5, 


(7. _ Tak 


4 


— ” 


- 


(8) 


. 


760 Tuar Tac: being at chi Time ac- 
| ' cording to Foſephus*, who is herein juſtly 
followed by Archbiſhop yer, no leſs than 
twenty five Tears of Age, and Abraham 
ſequence, one hundred twenty 
five. It is not to be ſuppoſed that Abra. 
ban could bind Jaac, in order to offer him 
in Sacrifice, but by his own free Conſent; 
which free Conſent of the Party who' 1s, 16 
ſuffer ſeems abſolutely neceſſary in all ſuch 
Caſes ; and which free Conſent. St. Cle- 


ment, as well as Joſephus, diſtinctly take 
Notice of on this Occaſion. St. Clement 


deſcribes it thus, * * T/aac being fully per- 
ſuaded of what he knew. was tcm 
_ © chearfully FAY: himſelf up for : a San 
e e OY 


And for Yoſephux 5, c after introduc 4. 
— in a pathetick Speech, laying be- 
fore Iſaac the divine Command; and ex- 
horting him patiently and joyfully ro ſub- 


. 
„ 
7 * 


mit to it, he tells us, that Jaac very 


| cheerfully ente; and then introduces 5 


* Ant 1.01. 2. and 12. 2, and 13.2 U. An- 
nal. ad A. 4133. i Gem. 5 31. ang 


( 29) 
lint i in.a ſhort, but very pious aber, 4 
acquieſcing in the Propoſal, and adds, that 
be then immediately and readily went to, obe 
Altar fo be facrificed. KL 


OD Non did Tep Biba a 3 raſh 


Vow, whatever it were, till his Daugh- 


ter bad OY her Conſent 3 


00 Ir ap ppears to me, chat Mea | 


never deſpair'd entirely of the Interpoſi- . 
tion of Providence for the Preſervation of 


Iſaac; although, in Obedience to the Com- 
mand, he prepared to ſacrifice him to 
God. This ſeems to me intimated in A- 
braham's Words to his Servants, on the 
third Day, when he was in Sight of the 
Mountain on which he was to offer his 


Son Iſaac. Me will go, and worſhip, _ 


and we will come again to you. As alſo in 
his Anſwer to his Son, when he enquired, 

Behold the Fire and the Wed: * But where 
is the Lamb for a Burnt-Offering? And 
Abrabam ſaid, My Son, God will provide 
: '  bimſelf a Lamb for a Burnt-Offring. Both 


| Judg, xi. 36,37. Gen aun g. ff 7. 
„ We e theſe 
8 


h 2 * q N . 
« , 


cheſe Paſſages eds © to me ſomewhat like 
ſuch” an n Expectation. es | | 


(9) I T appears moſt * that A 
brabam, and I ſuppoſe Iſaac alſo, firmlybe- 
lieved, . that if God ſhould permit 1/aac 
to be actually lain, as a_Sacrifice, . he 
would certainly and ſpeedily raiſe him a 
gain from the Dead. This, to be ſure, is 
ſuppoſed in the Words already quoted, 


that both be and his Son would go 4 War 


Hip and come again to the Servants ; and 
is clearly and juſtly collected from this 
Hiſtory by the Author to the Hebrews, 
ch. xi, 17, 18, 19. By Faith. Abrahams 


| _ «when be was t ried offered uf Laac; and he 
that . had received the Promiſes offered 4p 


Uns only begotten: of whom it was ſaid, that 


in Tſaac ſhall thy Seed be called: accounts 
| ng, o reaſoning , . de-, that God 


was able to raiſe bim from the Dead. Aud 


this Reaſoning was at once very obvious, 
and wholly undeniable : : That fince God 


was Truth itſelf, and had over and over - 
promiſed hay. he would | multiply ra- 


8 Gen. xvii. 2. 


® . 
. * E 4 
8 2 . ; » N 
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. 
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if « EC 
ham: dad z chat b he ſhould be 1. | 
7 ber of many Nations ; that his 2 
.. . ſhould be no longer Abram, but Abraham; © 
becauſe 4 Father of many Nations God had 
made him, dec. that i Sarai bis Wife {50 | 
be called Sarah that * he would bleſs her, 
; and give Abraham. à Son alſo of ber,; and 
that 10 would bleſs him ; and ſhe ſhould be-. 
+ * Come Nations, and Kings of People ſhould | 
e of ber, &c. and that ' in Jaac ſhould 93 
bis Seed be called. And fince withal it s: 
here ſuppoſed, that Iſaac wis to be ſlain, 
as 2 Sacrifice, before he was married, or 
had any Seed, God was, for certain, obli- 
ed by his Promiſes, in theſe Circumſtan- 
2 to, raiſe Tſaac again from the Dead. 
| And this was an eminent Inſtance of mi 0 
/ Faitb, whereby ® Abraham believed. G 
and it was. imputed to lim for "Righteou: 7 
neſt: vis. That if God ſhould permit | 
auc to be ſacrificed, he would certainly 
and quickly, raiſe him up again from the 
Dead; Titan whence alſo 1 be e him i in IA 


5 


n Gen. 2vit. 4, 4 5.6 e n. 16 
** Gen, Ani. 19 800 dan ic 5.8. g 4 1 Gerl. xu. 6. 
Heb. xi xi: 19. 
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a Fi e; 3 as the Author t to the Hebrewt 6 
bere juſtly obſerves. „„ 


(i 00 Tuar the firm and roſe Founds- 
tion of Abraham's Faith and-Afurance in 
God for ſuch a Reſurrection was this, be- 
fides the general Conſideration of the di- 
vine Veracity, that during the whole 

Time of his ſojourning in ſtrange Coun- 
tries, in Canaan and Egypt, ever ſince he 
had been called out of Chaldea or Meſo- 
Potamia at ſeventy five Years of Age, he 
had » had conſtant Experience of a ſpe- 
cial, of an over- ruling, of a kind and gra- 
cious Providence over him, till this his 
” 125% Year: Which againſt all human 

Views had continually bleſſed him, and 
enriched him; and, in his elder Age, had 
given him firſt Iſbmael by Hagar; and 

aftetward, promiſed him 1/eac to ? ſpring 
from his. own Body now-dead, and from 
the deadneſs of Sarah's Womb; when ſhe 
was paſt Age, and when'it ceaſed to be with 
Sarah after the manner of Women”, and had 
actually performed that and every other 


Gen. xii. 4 f Rom. iv. 19. q Heb. xi. 11. 


| r Gen. xvili. 11. 55 
| | Promiſe 


» 


(550 5 


"ae, how. *. probable n chat 


| 83 had bee be had ever 
made to him; and this during fifty intire 
Years together. So that altho' at his firſt 


Exit out of Chaldea or Meſopotamia, he | 


might have been tempted to fagger at ſuch 
a Promiſe of God through Unbeliefn; yet 
might he now, after fifty Years AR" ip 
Experience, be juſtly frong in Faith, gi- 


ving Clary to God; as being fully perſuad- 


ed, that what God had promiſed, the Re- 


ſurrection of 1/aac, be was. bogh able and 


8 to perform. IN? 


(x 19 Tear this Ae Wen 
chat God, if he permitted adac to be ſlain, 
would infalliby raiſe him again from the 
Dead, intirely alters the State of the Caſe 


of Mews Sacrificing Tſaac to the true 3 
God, from that of al other human $9- 


' crifices whatſoever offered to falle ones. All 


| "thoſe others being done without the leaſt | 
| Promiſe or Proſpect of ſuch a Reſurrecti- 
on. And this indeed takes away all pre. 


_ tence of Ivjuſtice i in che Divine e 
PP * 8 20. 4 1 over. g. ty 


= , 4 
- 
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26 well as of Al Inhumapity or e Crely io 
 Abraban's 8 Obedience to it. i 

"(12 ) Tx AT, upon the whole, this Com- 
mand to Abraham, and what followed up- 
on it, looks ſo very like an Intention in 
God to typify or repreſent -before-hand 
in Iſaac, a beloved ot only begotten Son, 
what was to happen long afterward to the 
great Son and Seed of Abraham, the Meſſiah, 
the beloved and theonly Begorten of thePather, 


 "*woboſe Day Abraham Jaw by Faith before- 
hand, and rejoiced to ſee it P: vig. 
| by the determinate Counſel an 55 


edge of Gad ' ſhould be Crucified, and Slain 5 
as a Sacrifice, and ſhould be raiſed again 


10H "the third Day; and this af Jeruſalem alſo; 
. and that in the mean Time, God would 


accept of. the Sacrifices of Rams, an che 
like Animals at the fame City Feru alem, 
oh one cannot eaſily avoid the Applica- 

This ſeems the Reaſon, Why Abra- 
1 5 was obliged to go to the Land of Mo- 


X riah”, or Feruſalem; J ad why it is noted, 
that it was the third Day“ that he came to 


the Place; which implies that the return 


2: Þ Joh. viii. 56. 4 Act. ii. 33. .f Gen. Xii. 2. * v. 4. 


back, 


1 


6 


pet aces hs Slaying of the Sacrifice, 
would naturally be te third Day alſo; 
and why this Sacrifice was not Iſbmael the 
Son of the Fleſh only, but I/aac the Son by 
Promiſe *, the beloved Son of Abraham, and 
why Jſaac was ſtiled the ony Son, or only 


| begotten Son * of Abrabam, tho he had 


Iſhmael beſides; and why T/aac himſelf 


was to bear the Wood? on which he was to 
de ſſacrificed a: and why the Place was no 


other · than the Land e Moriah or Vijion ; 
i. e. moſt, probably a Place where the She- 
cinab or Maſtab had been ſeen, and God 
by him? worſhipped, even before the Days 
1 Abrabam; and where lately lived, and 
perhaps now lived Melchi/edet, the grand 
Type of the Mefjah, (who might then poſ- 
fibly be preſent at the Sacrifice,) and why 
this Sacrifice was to be offered either on 
the Mountain called afterward diſtinctly 
Moriab, where the Temple ſtood, and where 


all the Me/arck Sacrifices ' were afterward 
to be offered; as Fo/ephus e and the gene- 
rality ſuppoſe; or perhaps, as others ſup- 
dar of ah where the Me Me himſelf was 


N . 2. e * Heb. xi 17. 


y Gen. xxii- 6% 
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| POTS . 
| 15 be offered. fi Neighbour Mount c . 


„ Niem. alſo the Reaſon why 


5 — Ram was ſubſtituted, as a vicarious 
Sacrifice, inſtead of Jaac. Theſe Circum- 
ſtances ſeem to me very peculiar and ex- 


traordinary, and to render the preſent Hy- 

Porbeſis extremely probable, - Nor perhaps 
did St. Clement mean any thing elle, when, 
in his fore-cited Paſſage, he ſays, that 

on Iſaac was fully perſuaded of what he - 
„ knew, was to come, and therefore, 
* chearfully yielded himſelf up for a Sa- 
* crifice Nor. indeed does: that Name 


of this Place, Fehovab ; Jireb e, which con- 
tinued till the Days of Mo/es, . and ſigni- 
tied, God will fee, or rather God will pro- 
vide, ſeem to be given it by Arabam, on 
any other Account, than that God would 
there, in the fullneſs of Time , provide 
' bimſelf a Lamb (that's Lamb of, God which 
af 10 take. away the "I * a0 
oy 0 Burnt: . 


2 553% 
— 


Bur now if, * all it t be objected, 


= how peculiar and how typical ſoever 


the Circumſtances of Abrabam and Iſaae 


n 8 yer, 13: r 14. 5 ver. 8; © Joh i, 29, 


- * 7 
/ s mig 
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Cy. 


in 1 
3 in e r 


Wy tens about them could have little Notion; | 


yet ſuch a Divine Cds Artes 
for ſlaying his beloved Son auc, muſt hom 
ever be of very ill Example to the Gentile 
World; and that it ptobably did either 
firſt Occa ſionʒ or at leaſt „ eee 
their wicked Practices in offering their 


Children for Sacrifices to their bake; 1 


er the e ge 7 4b 


a9) Plan this __ is 0 far 
Fn. Truch, that God's publick and 
miraculous Prohibition of the Execution 


— .& 


5 % 


of this Command to Abrbbam, (which * 


Command it ſelf the Gentiles would not 
then at all be ſorprized at; becauſe it was 
ſo like to their own uſual Practices:) As 
well as God's Subſtitution of a vicatious 
Oblation, ſeem to have been the very Ov- 
caſions of the immediate Abulitian of thote 
impious Sacrifices by Tethmofis or Amoſrs, 

among the neighbouring Egyptians, and of 
the Subſtitution of more inoffenſive ones 
of this Abolitian, which we ſhall prefene- 
ly POL was about the Time of Abra- _ 
8885 Ky. bn s 
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WY 
. Oe up his 80n a 40 lt lo 


e from Manetbo, the 
«famous - Egyptian Hiſtorian and Chrono- 


loger; which is alſo cited from Porphyry, E 
by Euſebius and Theodotit. . Amojis, ſays 
Porphhyryr aboliſhed the Law for ſlaying of 


Men, in Heliopolis of Egyft ;\ as Mane- 


tho bears Witneſs, in his Book of Anti- 
* quity. and Piety. They were ſacrificed 
« to Juno, and were examined, as were the 
« pure Calves, that were alſo ſealed with 


them: they were ſacrificed three in a 
Day. In whoſe ſtead Amofis command- 


ed that Men of Wax, of the ſame Num- 


ber, ſhould be ſubſtiruted. [Of other 


e Subſtitutions. long afterwards, 'in- other 
10 anne See Aan pas 303. 3069 


* . 


200 Now 1 bes Sis Bice chi theſe E. 
-gyptians had Abrabam in great Veneration, 
and that all the Wiſdom of thoſe Eyyptians, 
in which Moſes was afterward learnedi, was 
derived from no other than from Abra- 


bam. Now it appears evidently by the 


fore · cited Paſſage, that the firſt. Abolition 


al theſe Human Sacrifices, and the Subſti- 
| "Marſh, p. 301. 


''Diffre iv Prop. III. Paz, 211,212, 213. 
. . ä 


5 & of vill Las A0 = 5 
323 1 this particularly at Heſiopolis, in che Nor-. 
| —-. © EaſtPartof Egypt, in the Neigibourhocd uf 1 
Bieerſbeba, in the South gf Pale, Mine, 1 4 | 
. - Abraham now lived *, & 
about a hundred and twenty Miles only; 3 
50 Wus in the Days, and by the Qj er monk 
wo or Amoſis, who was tht firſt of the 
Egyptian Kings, after the Expulſion of the 
Pbænitian Shepherds. Now therefore we 
are to enquire when this Tenni or Ab . 
_"moſis lived, and compare his Time with 
the Time of the Sacrifice of Haac. 4 Now 
if we look into my Chronological Table, bo * 
 -publiſhed A D. 1721. We ſhall find tha 
the hundred twenty fifth Year of Aue 3 
or, which is all one, the twenty fifth f 
Tſaac, falls into A1 M 2573, or into b.. 
thirteenth Lear of Tethmofis or Amoſis + 
Which is the very middle of his twenty 
me Years Reign. So that this Abolition a. ll 
human Sacrifices in Egypt, and Subſtitu - 
tion of others in their room, ſeems to have 
deen occaſion'd by the ſolemn Prohibirion = 
ol ſuch a Sacrifice in the Caſe of Arabam; 1 
and by che en * of a Rom 


Sabre, es ” 


' 4 
P * 
* 
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10 . 


; ; % 


af 


in its ſtead, Which Ms | of this mat= 
ter, not IVA rakes away the groundlels 8 Sul 
Ne of the Moderns ; but ſhews ihe great 

deaſonableneſs of the Divine Prohibition. HE © 
the Execution ofthis Command to Ara. 
tam, as probably the direct Occaſion of 
putting a Stop to the Barbarity of the 
Egyptians in offering Human Sacrifices, and 
that for many, if not for all Generations 
afterwards. See Bp. Cumberland's Sancha- 


| Wiatho, pag, 134 —— 1g0- 
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